Apply for a $10,000 College Scholarship!

If you are a graduating high school senior entering a full time Bachelor’s Degree program this fall or are already enrolled at an accredited 4-year college or university and continuing your undergraduate studies, you are eligible to apply for the James R. McFarland Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $10,000.  You must be a parishioner here at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and your educational institution must be accredited by the U.S. Department of Education (ED).  This scholarship applies to 4-year post secondary colleges and universities for the 2021/2022 academic year and is made possible through the generous contribution of the McFarland family.  The application process is sponsored by the Military and Veterans Outreach Ministry at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church in Three Bridges, NJ.

Congress established the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on May 4, 1980.  All U.S. colleges and universities that are accredited by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) are assigned an Office of Postsecondary Education Identification (OPE ID) number to identify schools that have Program Participation Agreements (PPA) so that its students are eligible to participate in Federal Student Financial Assistance programs under Title IV regulations.

The first 6-digits of the 8-digit OPE ID number relate to the educational institution, and are followed by a 2-digit suffix used to identify branches, additional locations, and other entities that are part of the eligible educational institution.  The OPE ID for all accredited institutions is available online and you may lookup your institution at the following link to ensure it qualifies.

https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/#/home
For example, the OPE ID for the main campus of Seton Hall University in South Orange is “00263200” while the OPE ID for Rutgers University in Newark is “00262902”.  Your OPE ID must appear on your application form.

Your scholarship application must include a personally written essay of between 500 and 600 words that addresses the question, “How has your Catholic faith and commitment to American ideals shaped your values and guided your growth into someone able to achieve life goals and become a productive member of society?”  It must be typed on white paper in at least a 10-pt font and should be well written, grammatically correct and easy to read.

Your completed application, including all necessary forms, must be mailed to the following address and postmarked no later than the DEADLINE of April 29, 2021.




Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church




105 Summer Road




Three Bridges, NJ  08887




Attention:  College Scholarship

The selected recipient will be notified and the award presented at the conclusion of Mass in the middle of June, 2021.  Additional information concerning eligibility, application requirements and award details are given on the following page.  The Scholarship Application Form is available at the following link and may be completed by hand or completed electronically, printed and then mailed as part of your application package.

http://easeton.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ScholarshipApplicationForm.doc
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church

James R. McFarland Memorial Scholarship

Who is eligible?

· Graduating High School Seniors entering a 4-year college or university this fall OR
· Students graduating at a 2-year school and entering their Junior year at a 4-year school OR
· Freshmen and Sophomores at a 4-year school continuing their education into the next year

· Freshmen at a 2-year school continuing or transferring become eligible in the following year

· Others returning to their education after a break will be viewed as having had no break at all

· Must be planning to enroll or already be enrolled in a full time Bachelor’s Degree program

· Applicable High School or College GPA must be 3.2 or higher

· Parishioners of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church for at least 4 years

College Scholarship

· $10,000 for one year in a full-time undergraduate Bachelor Degree program

· Post Secondary Institution must be a 4-year College or University, not a Vocational School

· Institution must be accredited by U.S. Department of Education

· US Department of Education database URL: https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/#/home
· Applies to the tuition, books, room and board for the 2021/2022 academic year

Application

· Completed Scholarship Application Form:

· http://easeton.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ScholarshipApplicationForm.doc
· Official High School or College transcript

· Letter of recommendation from guidance counselor, teacher, employer (non-family member)

· Involvement in the Parish and well-rounded in other activities (Sports, Clubs, Volunteer, etc.)

· Proof of Fall enrollment from the accredited 4-year institution

· Typed essay of between 500 and 600 words

· Application package mailed to SEAS via USPS and postmarked no later than April 29, 2021

· Questions only may be emailed to “seasmilitary@gmail.com”

Essay Requirements

· Personally written original essay of between 500 and 600 words

· Typed on white paper in at least a 10-pt readable font

· Must be well-written, grammatically correct, formatted and easy to read

· Essay should address the applicant’s Catholic faith, values & commitment to the Lord’s work

· Answer the question  –  “How has your Catholic faith and commitment to American ideals shaped your values and guided your growth into someone able to achieve life goals and become a productive member of society?”

Selection

· The Military and Veterans Outreach Ministry will begin review of all applications by May 4

· A panel of four members of the ministry plus the McFarland family will select 3 finalists

· Each of the 3 finalists will be interviewed individually on Zoom during the week of June 1-4

· The recipient will be selected from the final 3 and notified during the middle of June

Award

· The recipient may receive the scholarship only once and prior recipients are ineligible

· Check will be made out to certified College or University directly and not to any individual

· The recipient’s essay will be published in the Parish Bulletin and

· The award will be presented at the conclusion of Mass in the middle of June

